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This brownfield site next to Blackhorse Rd station and south Forest Rd is immediately 

next to Green Belt Land, a SSSI and one of the biggest heronries in the UK. Any future 

development should complement the natural surroundings as well as the built 

environment. 

 

We want a high-quality designed development, a design that integrates with the character 

of the area. We do not want high–rise buildings, since ours is not an urban area but, 

rather, a semi-urban one; and we agree with the statement in the Council's UDP, that 

building structures should be sympathetic and sensitive to their surroundings and to 

existing housing. 

 

It is imperative that the future development keeps the distinctive identity of the area 

because that is one of the key elements to a successfully integrated neighbourhood.  

 

We want an inclusive, non-gated development with well-planned private and public space 

that will create a better sense of community. 

 

We don’t want just housing units. We need a mixed-use development where people want 

to live, work and socialise and services are provided based on the needs of the 

community (existing and future). Services and spaces such as a community centre, 

leisure, art and health centres, a library and also open spaces, piazzas etc, will give 

opportunity for natural mixing of residents and will facilitate community life and 

participation. 

 

We need the creation of local job opportunities during and after construction and the 

provision of spaces for independent local business and workshops. This is essential to 

develop the local economy and to alleviate the pressure on the transport infrastructure. 

The more services and jobs that are provided within the community, the less need for 

commuting.  

 

Future developments in the area and increase of population are going to have a very 

negative impact on the already suffocated local transport infrastructure. We need an 

environmentally friendly travel-plan with cycling and pedestrian routes and car pooling 

clubs. 

 

Taking into account the high risk of flooding of the area, the development will need to 

integrate all effective systems to reduce the risk of flooding and process rain and waste 

water, e.g. sustainable urban drainage system (SUDS), green roofs, wetland habitats 

construction etc. 

 

It is also necessary that a broad environmental impact assessment is commissioned for 

the site. The assessment should encompass all areas where environmental impact might 



be significant, including landscape and visuals, air quality, noise, vibration issues as well 

as proposing ways of mitigating the adverse effects that the development may cause on 

the adjacent Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Douglas Eyre Playing Fields. 

 

We also ask developers for commitment in terms of sustainability based on the Code for 

Sustainable Homes (the Code) and we want the maximum rating (level 6), which has 

been achieved in other developments within the London Wide Initiative, and which offers 

the best chance that the development will not be rendered obsolete within a decade by 

subsequent regulatory changes. The areas that the Code looks at are energy efficiency and 

carbon emissions, water efficiency, pollution, waste management, health and well-being, 

ecology, management, materials and surface water run-off.  

 

 

 

 


